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Competition   Urban and architectural project
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1 Bersenevsky Lane, RU-119072 Moscow
Location: city center, RU-Saint Petersburg
Program: Creation of an urban park
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New masterplan

Bird vue of the site

The GrasslandsDesign of the pavilions that enliven the park

Parc section and different reactions to the water

TUCHKOV BUYAN PARK – SAINT PETERSBURG 
Creation of an urban park - Saint Petersburg 2020

RETHINK with Praxys, landscape architects, and Katarsis, local 
architects

Urbanism Public space Landscape

Tuchkov Buyan park competition

“Sense of a River” is a cultural park project. It is not only a hom-
age to the culture of Saint Petersburg, it is equally an homage 
to the river Neva, the silent monument of the city. It is an oasis 
to be explored in the contemporary urban context. Their con-
nection is reinforced by water, a historical and spiritual element 
of the site.
Educational, artistic and sports activities are offered to the 
public in this ecological and welcoming area. It is a window of 
the city, a place to share, and a comfort necessary for daily life.
Different functions are exploded on the field, supported by 
small-scale architecture. This decentralized composition 
enhances the idea of walking. In this vision, the landscape is no 
longer a frozen image, but a sequence of narrative movements 
that gives life to our space.
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The park’s landscape solves the technical  
and engineering challenges of the site 
and the climate with its shape.
Inspired by the Gulf of Finland ecosystems 
of wetlands, Black Alder, Birch and Pine 
forests.

A Seed bearer ecology
The park’s prominent biome is a Black 
Alder Grove. Coastal Black Alder forests, 
once ubiquitous on the Gulf of Finland 
shores, have almost disappeared as the 
city encroached upon its territories. The 
park acts as a seed bearer, to diffuse the 
Alnus glutinosa seeds along the river and 
by the winds.
The groves’ undergrowth hosts many 
edible species, Salix x, Sorbus x, which 
nourish birds and small terrestrial fauna.
The Grasslands
The grasslands are mowed only twice 
a year. A Rich source of energy for all 
pollinators.

Fauna Sanctuary
Wading birds are losing their natural 
habitat in the Leningrad district. 
The project provides nesting sanctuaries 
in the lake islands and along the river.

Water management and depollution
The Wetlands act as an ecological 
stormwater buffer, temporarily retaining 
heavy rains before injecting the water 
back into the city’s sewage network.
Part of the stormwaters from the Avenue 
are injected in the Wetlands along the 
embankment. 

Local Waste Management
Green waste is kept in place. Leaves and 
branches are installed in the most natural 
groves, to favorise the micro-organisms 
life and creation of a living soil.
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Selected references

Punctual architectures that ani-
mate the park

Structures the host leisure and culture activities are disseminated in the park and 
integrate it discretely thanks to their reduced scale, organic shape and light materi-

als.

Rainwater flow diagram Water collection in the Wetlands

Design of the shores of the 
ecological lake.

Ecosystems in the wetlands

Ecology of the park


